
attorneys with star power 
Firm adds White House, 
FTC lawyers, and crisis 
and government group

By CATHERINE HO

The law firm run by David Boies 
— the star lawyer who helped 
strike down bans on same-sex 

marriage in California and Virginia — is 
raising its profile in Washington.

Boies Schiller & Flexner has added a 
new crisis management and government 
response group and a trio of lawyers 
from the Obama administration, in-
cluding the Federal Trade Commission’s 
top antitrust enforcer. 

The national litigation firm, founded in 
1997, is no stranger to Washington. Boies 
famously represented Al Gore in Bush v. 
Gore, the Supreme Court case that de-
cided the outcome of the 2000 presi-
dential election. Co-founder and man-
aging partner Jonathan Schiller, known 
for representing Barclays in the bank’s 

Jeffrey MacMillan/Capital Business

ON BOARD: Jim Denvir, from left, Karen 
Dunn, Mike Gottlieb, Heather King and 
Rich Feinstein at the Washington office 
of Boies, Schiller & Flexner. The firm is 
seeking to grow its presence here with 
a crisis management and government 
response group.
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Boies law firm takes ‘vigorous focus’ to D.C.
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other institutions on issues including
consumer protection, data security,
electronicpaymentsanddigitalandvir
tual currencies. She also designs anti
money laundering programs.

“Growing our national financial ser
vices,privacyanddata securitypractic
es, particularly in the area of electronic
payments, is a strategic goal for the
firm,” said Manatt managing partner
Bill Quicksilver.

catherine.ho@washpost.com

PATTON BOGGS BANKING
LAWYER JOINS MANATT

Banking lawyer Carol Van Cleef has
left Patton Boggs for Manatt Phelps &
Phillips.

The move comes as Manatt looks to
grow its financial services regulatory
group in Washington. Van Cleef was a
partner at Patton Boggs, where she led
the firm’s emergingpayments and anti
money laundering compliance practic
es. She represents credit unions and

The firms have worked together on
cases before, including a gender dis
crimination class action against Wal
Mart that was filed in 2012 and dis
missed last year.

“Both firms share a common com
mitment to providing assistance to vic
tims ofwidespread andmajor fraud and
abuse and to curbing the conduct that
caused that harm,” Joseph Sellers, chair
of the firm’s executive committee, said
in a statement.

By CATHERINE HO
Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll, the

Districtbased plaintiffs law firm with
about 80 attorneys in five U.S. offices,
has acquired Leopold Law, a fiveattor
ney Florida firm.

Cohen Milstein, which brings class
action lawsuits against companies in
product liability, personal injury and
managed care abuse cases, will keep its
name. Themove boosts the firm’s Palm
BeachGardens office.
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PROMOTION: District-based intellectual property law firm Sterne,
Kessler, Goldstein & Fox has namedMonica Riva Tally chair of its
trademark, advertising and anti-counterfeiting practice. She has been
with the firm since 2010.

By CATHERINE HO
The law firm run by David Boies —

the star lawyerwho helped strike down
bans on samesex marriage in Califor
nia and Virginia — is raising its profile
in Washington.

Boies, Schiller & Flexner has added a
new crisis management and govern
ment response group and a trio of
lawyers from the Obama administra
tion, including the Federal TradeCom
mission’s top antitrust enforcer.

Thenational litigation firm, founded
in 1997, is no stranger to Washington.
Boies famously represented Al Gore in
Bush v. Gore, the Supreme Court case
that decided the outcome of the 2000
presidential election. Cofounder and
managing partner Jonathan Schiller,
known for representing Barclays in the
bank’s LIBOR settlement and the Leh
man Bros. bankruptcy, spent the first
three decades of his legal career here
before moving to New York in 2002.

The firm’s top leadership and big
gest office is in New York, but its
leaders say Washington is playing an
increasingly critical role in their cli
ents’ matters because of the growing
need to interact with the federal gov
ernment. Since late last year, the firm
has been adding star power to its D.C.
office, starting with former White
House associate counselMichael Gott
lieb who joined in October. He was
followed by Rich Feinstein, who led the
Federal Trade Commission’s Bureau of
Competition from 2009 until last De
cember. And last week, former White
House lawyer Karen Dunn, who was
part of Obama’s debate prep team in
2012, signed on as well.

Boies Schiller is known as the goto
law firm for highstakes, highprofile
litigation— what executives and cor
porate lawyers call “bet the company”
cases. Its renewed focus on Washing
ton is a sign they recognize that corpo
rations—especially the financial insti

tutions they represent — increasingly
have to deal with government agencies
and congressional investigations as
part of their legal skirmishes.

“It is a renewed and vigorous focus,”
Schiller said. “Under the president, the
regulatory enforcement activity has
increased across the board, and that
requires greater understanding and
representation inWashington.”

“It’s very hard to imagine a big piece
of litigation these days that doesn’t
have interplay with a government reg
ulatory agency or government investi
gation or congressional inquiry,” Dunn
said.

Schiller cited the seminal case
against Microsoft as an example of
where the firm plays, at the intersec

tion between the courts, themedia and
the government. Boies represented the
Justice Department when the govern
ment in 1998 brought its case against
Microsoft, alleging the company used
its monopoly in operating system soft
ware to quash competition.

“Thatwas amajor case that involved
a variety of important fora, including
themedia,” he said. “Hewould emerge
from courthouse each day and describe
the trial from the government stand
point and how it was going.”

Schiller said the crisis management
and government response group is not
a sign the firm is moving toward
becoming a broader professional ser
vices firm, but rather about coordinat
ing a consistent message for clients

across multiple platforms. The firm’s
work will remain rooted in litigation,
he said.

“When we’re talking to a court and
articulating our client’s position, that
is an explanation and analysis that
applies across the board,” he said.
“When you get a subpoena from the
government and you’re called to a
congressional committee, when your
client is called by analysts or investors
asking what happened, when the me
dia calls ... it can’t be answered with
independent silos of expertise. It needs
an integrated approach. We help pre
pare that framework for our clients as
lawyers, not as consultants or lobby
ists.”

catherine.ho@washpost.com

Boies law firm takes ‘vigorous focus’ to D.C.
ATTORNEYS WITH STAR POWER
Firm addsWhite House,
FTC lawyers, and crisis
and government group

LEGAL BRIEFS

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll acquires Leopold Law in Florida

Jeffrey MacMillan/Capital Business
ON BOARD: Jim Denvir, from left, Karen Dunn, Mike Gottlieb, Heather King and Rich Feinstein at the Washington office of 
Boies, Schiller & Flexner. The firm is seeking to grow its presence here with a crisis management and government 
response group.

PRINTED COPY FOR PERSONAL READING ONLY. 
NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION.



LIBOR settlement and the Lehman Bros. 
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led the Federal Trade Commission’s 
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White House lawyer Karen Dunn, who 
was part of Obama’s debate prep team 
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law firm for high-stakes, high-profile 
litigation — what executives and corpo-
rate lawyers call “bet the company” cas-
es. Its renewed focus on Washington is a 
sign they recognize that corporations — 

especially the financial institutions the 
firm represents — increasingly have to 
deal with government agencies and con-
gressional investigations as part of their 
legal skirmishes. 

“It is a renewed and vigorous focus,” 
Schiller said. “Under the president, the 
regulatory enforcement activity has in-
creased across the board, and that requires 
greater understanding and representation 
in Washington.”

“It’s very hard to imagine a big piece 
of litigation these days that doesn’t have 
interplay with a government regulatory 
agency or government investigation or 
congressional inquiry,” Dunn said.

Schiller cited the seminal case against 
Microsoft as an example of where the firm 
plays, at the intersection between the 
courts, the media and the government. 
Boies represented the Justice Department 
when the government in 1998 brought its 
case against Microsoft, alleging the com-
pany used its monopoly in operating sys-
tem software to quash competition.

“That was a major case that involved 
a variety of important fora, including 

the media,” he said. “He would emerge 
from courthouse each day and describe 
the trial from the government stand-
point and how it was going.” 

Schiller said the crisis management 
and government response group is not a 
sign the firm is moving toward becom-
ing a broader professional services firm, 
but rather about coordinating a consis-
tent message for clients across multiple 
platforms. The firm’s work will remain 
rooted in litigation, he said.

“When we’re talking to a court and 
articulating our client’s position, that 
is an explanation and analysis that ap-
plies across the board,” he said. “When 
you get a subpoena from the government 
and you’re called to a congressional 
committee, when your client is called by 
analysts or investors asking what hap-
pened, when the media calls ... it can’t 
be answered with independent silos of 
expertise. It needs an integrated ap-
proach. We help prepare that framework 
for our clients as lawyers, not as consul-
tants or lobbyists.”
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money laundering programs.

“Growing our national financial ser
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payments, is a strategic goal for the
firm,” said Manatt managing partner
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